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cushion
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gorgeous hand embroidered
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including coordinated
«Silvery night» cushion
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Say farewell to Bishop John at The Grand Day Out

Churchyard bones reveal good living standard
by Peter Foot

AN unusual churchyard excavation 
has revealed half a millennium of a 
high standard of living in Faringdon, 
Oxfordshire. 
   With the permission of the Diocese, 
341 complete skeletons were reverently 
exhumed as part of the excavation which 
was done prior to work on new buildings, 
the Barber Rooms, named after a principal 
donor, that will be used for outreach 
work from All Saints’ Church.  When it is 
finished the new, flexible meeting space 
behind and connected to the church will be 
used for children’s groups on Sundays, as 
well as midweek for Alpha groups, coffee 
mornings for the elderly, U3A gatherings, 
post-baptism and funeral events, 
discussion opportunities and, no doubt, a 
host of other meetings
   The most interesting information came 
from the 341 complete skeletons exhumed 
- a number that far exceeded original 
estimates, based on sample digging.   The 
full archaeologists’ report is expected this 
month.
   Analysis of the skeletons reveal that, for 
near on half a millennium, Faringdon has 
been a reasonable place in which to live.  
Evidence from the way breaks have healed 
suggests that the quality of medical care 
in treating fractures has been consistently 
good.  It is unlikely that this was the only 
area of available medical competence, even 
if mortality rates were higher than they are 
today.  There is even some evidence of a 
successful above-knee amputation. 
   The indications are that overall diet-
led health levels were much better than 
might be assumed. This suggests there 
was no large underclass; Faringdonians 
of whatever status seem to have enjoyed 
several centuries of sufficient resources to 
support their families for generation after 
generation. This is especially interesting 
as the archaeological dig was on the north 
side of All Saints’ where, if anywhere, one 
might have expected the poorer members 
of the community to be buried.  In fact, 
quite a number of the unmarked graves 
on that side of the church show evidence 
of good quality coffins, or shrouds, and 

individual name plates.  
   The findings suggest a town with broadly 
equal numbers of women and men, with 
average heights respectively of 5’2” and 
5’6”; something like half of the population 
seems to have died in the range 25 to 70+ 
years old.   Less expected were the personal 
narratives that emerged clearly from the 
remains.  There are unforgettable stories: 
of a woman’s bones deeply affected by 
cancer: before today’s skills with pain 
control, this must have been a searing 
experience for her; of a boy with some of 
his ribs fused from birth: he must have had 
a tough time, and a sad sight of mother 
and child together in death, no doubt a 
more frequent occurrence then than now 
but, nonetheless, moving to encounter 
what is still far too common today in many 
parts of the world.  
   The archaeologists suggest that the 
findings are of national importance 
because of the relative rarity of such a 
large graveyard dig in England.  For All 
Saints’, the findings reinforce the parish 
church’s central role in the life of the town 
over hundreds of years.  It is fitting that 
the re-interment in April 2014 allowed All 
Saints’ to express respect for its previous 
parishioners and the hope of the risen life 
to come. 
Above, All Saints Faringdon. Picture: 
Anna Marlow. www.annamarlow.com. 

By Sarah Meyrick

THE Bishop of Oxford has announced his 
retirement later this year.  Bishop John 
will retire on 31 October 2014 after more 
than seven years in post. He will be 66.
   “This has been a hugely difficult decision 
to make, but I believe it is time for a new 
chapter,” he said. “There will be plenty of 
time for goodbyes before then, but for now 
I just want to say what a great privilege it 
has been to serve the Diocese of Oxford 
since I arrived in 2007.”
   The Diocese will have the chance to say 
goodbye to Bishop John at The Grand 
Day Out on Saturday 20 September 
which is taking place in and around the 
Cathedral in Oxford.  The Grand Day 
Out is the third of the 2014 “Imagining 
Faith” series, which started with the clergy 
conference in March and continues with 
the LLM conference in June.
   “This is a day for the whole church family 
from our three counties,” says Canon 
Michael Beasley, Director of Mission, who 
chairs the planning group.

            

“We don’t often get together – but this 
occasion offers a great opportunity to 
gather in one place, to give thanks for 
Bishop John’s ministry among us, and to 
celebrate as a diocesan family as we think 
about our onward journey. There’ll be 
prayer and worship, a feast of different 

activities and the chance to join in a 
massive picnic on Christ Church Meadow. 
We’ll end with a huge open-air Eucharist.”

“What we are aiming for 
is a Grand Day Out for 
young and old.”

   Speakers include TV cook Mary Berry, 
CEO of World Vision Justin Byworth, 
and ceramicist Emma Bridgewater – all 
of whom have been asked to reflect on 
the theme of “imagination”. People will 
be able to join in with pilgrimage, try out 
geo-caching, take part in Messy Fiesta and 
hang out at the “Living the Difference” 
café.
   “What we are aiming for is a Grand Day 
Out for young and old alike,” said Michael. 
“If you come, you will be invited to explore 
faith through prayer, the creative arts, 
contemporary culture, social enterprise, 
climate change and the natural world – and 
to have fun together.

   “We’ll be fed by the God who’s the source 
of our Living Faith.  And I hope we’ll 
return to our churches and communities 
with thankful hearts for all that Bishop 
John has given us, and with our 
imaginations inspired for the future.”
   “Do come,” said Bishop John. “The 
Grand Day Out falls part way through the 
Thames Pilgrimage (see page 11), because 
of course the journey continues. I hope to 
see as many of you as possible at Christ 
Church or on the Pilgrim Way so that I can 
say goodbye and thank you for travelling 
with me over the last seven years.”
   The full programme for The Grand 
Day Out will be in the July/August Door. 
There’s no charge but you need to register. 

Something Different

Book now for Yellow Braces
TEENAGERS will be heading to the Diocese’s 
annual Youth Festival, Yellow Braces, from 
11th to 13th July.
   The event is headed up by Ian 
Macdonald, the Diocesan Youth Adviser, 
alongside a team of youth and junior 
leaders from Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire. The fun takes place at the 
Hill End Residential Centre near Oxford, 
with games, crafts, water balloon volleyball, 
human skittles and a limbo contest. There 
will also be regular sessions of worship and 
looking at what it means to be a follower 
of Jesus. The event is aimed at those in 
school years seven to 11, with a junior leader 
programme for those in years 12 and 13. To 
take part in the leader programme costs £30. 
To take part in Yellow Braces costs £25. For 
more information contact Ian Macdonald 
on 01865 208253, or email youthofficer@
oxford.anglican.org. There are only 60 places 
available so it is recommended that you book 
as soon as possible. 

Congratulations to the new 
Queen’s Chaplain
HER Royal Highness the Queen has 
appointed the Diocese of Oxford’s 
Registrar, the Revd Canon John Rees, to 
be one of her Chaplains. John succeeds 
the Revd Canon Alison Woodhouse in the 
prestigious role. 

See www.oxford.anglican.org/
imaginingfaith or phone 01865 
208200.  For Bishop John’s letter 
to the diocese see www.oxford.

anglican.org/retirement. 

AN Agape meal was shared with participants at Something Different, a new 
group that meets in the Sherington with Chicheley, North Crawley, Astwood 
and Hardmead Benefice. See page seven for the full story. 
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BISHOPS are encouraging church goers 
to support Christian Aid Week (11 – 17 
May) and help communities in war-ravaged 
countries rebuild their lives and be free 
from fear.
   The Rt Revd John Pritchard, Bishop of 
Oxford, was at Christ Church Cathedral 
with the city’s Christian Aid team to pledge 
his support for the campaign. Shortly 
after the Door went to press, the Bishop of 
Reading, the Rt Revd Andrew Proud was 
due to release two white doves as symbols 
of peace at Reading Minster, St Mary the 
Virgin.
   Bishop John said: “War tears people 
apart. Peace pieces them back together. 
Christian Aid Week enables 20,000 
churches across the country to raise 
awareness of how many millions of people 
live daily in fear of violence. It also allows 
us to give from our relative abundance to 
their often absolute poverty. Let’s do it.”
   Their support for Christian Aid Week 
came after Sarjon Toma, an aid worker 
from Iraq, visited the Diocese of Oxford 
to raise awareness of the work his 
organisation, REACH do. Sarjon, whose 
wife and two children were back in Iraq, 
works with REACH, a Christian Aid 
partner, to help set up Community Based 
Organisations (CBOs) in rural areas where 
agriculture has been affected by a drought.  

         

He explained how when speaking with 
his family he speaks one of the Kurdish 
Christian languages but in Baghdad he 
would speak Arabic. His work for REACH 
also involves helping Syrian refugees.
   “We start community groups and involve 
and empower women. Women in Iraq have 
a big problem with suffering due to female 
genital mutilation. 
  “After the drought in Iraq rural areas 
were affected with 70 per cent of the water 

table being very very low. In villages the 
population often consists of 60 to 70 
per cent women with no jobs so we start 
projects to provide water. The Government 
have plans to provide drinking water 
through tankers. In one village the 
majority of people had started to leave for 
the city. We saw a small well and started to 
build a dam.” Sarjon showed a photograph 
of a small reservoir that now provides 
water for a greenhouse and for drinking. 
“There is enough water for 30 families in a 
reservoir containing 450 square metres of 
water.” 
   Christian Aid works with partners in 
many countries around the world who are 
dealing with the challenges of on-going 
conflict, or the legacy war leaves behind. 
Places like the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Colombia, Iraq, South Sudan and 
Syria, which are regularly in the news, but 
also countries like Angola and Sierra Leone 
that are still re-building many years after 
the fighting has stopped. 
 

Free war ravaged lives from fear this Christian Aid Week

Leaders on leadership
CONFIDENT Collaborative Leadership was 
the theme of the annual Diocesan Head-
teachers Conference at Blenheim Palace 
last month.  
   Around 70 headteachers from Oxford-
shire, Berkshire and Buckinghamshire 
gathered to hear distinguished speakers 
including the Revd Nigel Genders, head of 
School Policy for the National Society as 
well as Anne Davey, Diocesan Director of 
Education talk about the positive potential 
for the future of Church schools. 
   Marcella McCarthy, Consultant Vice Prin-
cipal of the Oxford Academy, took time 
out of a day of teaching to give a fascinat-
ing insight into how vocabulary affects a 
child’s learning, and ways of helping pupils 
become independent learners.  
   Pupils from Bradfield CE Primary School 
in Reading gave a dramatic performance 
before asking the headteachers in the audi-
ence hard questions about life and faith.  
   Jon Hougton talked about his pro-
gramme, Inspired to Lead, a three-day 
course that aims to help teachers reflect on 

leadership styles and how to help people be 
the best they can be. 
   The final speaker was the Revd Sally 
Hitchiner, A Senior Chaplain and Inter-
faith Advisor at Brunel University in Lon-
don. She presided at the closing Eucharist. 
For more pictures from the conference go 
to www.oxford.anglican.org/headscon-
ference 

Top right: Children from Bradfield School act out a short but powerful drama. Above, heads 
compare notes over coffee. Photos: Jo Duckles

Island of Solace in library

Candlelight and incense softened the 
atmosphere in the library at Waddesdon 
CofE School in Buckinghamshire, as 
School Chaplain, the Revd Janet Bayly, 
set up Prayer Stations including a 
globe, to focus on those suffering from 
hardship around the world, a map of the 
local area and glass pebbles for 
students to give to their loved 
ones.
   Amy Hayes, Librarian, said: 
“Despite the fact that many 
of the students come into the 
library every day during their 
breaks, it was wonderful to 
see them taking part in such 
an experience. It was lovely 
to see them taking time out 
to reflect on their day-to-day 
life. The library was completely 

transformed and was lit only by candles 
to create a tranquil and hassle-free space 
for everyone to pray or meditate in. The 
Prayer Stations generate a little island of 
solace in the midst of a busy day, or even 
term for that matter.” 
Photos: Waddesdon CE School.

For more see www.caweek.org.  
For a full report see www.oxford.
anglican.org/doverelease

Above left Sarjon Toma in High Wycombe. 
Above, Bishop John goes door-to-door with 
The Revd Canon Edmund Newey at Christ 
Church. Photos: Jo Duckles
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Cunnings Recording Associates
Brodrick Hall, Brodrick Road, London SW17 7DY

t: 020 8767 3533  e: info@cunnings.co.uk  www.cunnings.co.uk

Keith Monks
Sound Systems

R E C O R D I N G  A S S O C I A T E S

INCORPORATING

Designing, Installing and Supplying
Quality Audio and Visual Systems

for Churches since 1977

We’re proud to have been supporting
CRE at all 30 National CRE Exhibitions

Congratulations to CRE
on achieving 30 years

CRE Stand S56-57-58

CRE - more than 
just an exhibition 
There is no better 
place to equip yourself 
and your church than 
CRE International 
at Sandown Park in 
Esher, 13 – 16 May.
With over 250 exhibitors, offering Chairs, 
Tables & Furnishing; Children & Youth 
Resources; Church Fabric & Building; 
Financial Services & Charities; Leadership 
Training; Mission Organisations; Music 
Resources & Sound Systems; Vestments 
& Robes ... possibly everything you require 
will be available at this unique resource 
exhibition. No other event offers direct 
contact to such a remarkable range of 
suppliers and mission organisations.

CRE is more than just an exhibition; it’s 
an event with seminars and workshops 
led by gifted communicators in their field 
of expertise with presentations ranging 
from how to lead worship to young people 
and the Bible.

As well as the huge range of resources 
on offer, you can enhance your day 
at CRE by soaking up music, theatre 
and entertainment in a unique, friendly 
atmosphere. Browse in the exhibition 
bookshop, stocked with hundreds of 
publications, CDs, DVDs, gift items and 
cards. Then relax and meet friends in the 
Spotlight Café.

C R E  o f fe rs  yo u  a d v i ce ,  i d e a s , 
encouragement and a wide range of 
resources, whether you are involved in 
Christian ministry, or simply for your own 
personal interest. There is something for 
everyone at CRE International.
See  
www.creonline.co.uk  
for more info.
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When Year Three went to Christ Church

By Claudia and Lucas 

 On 26 February 2014 Year Three of St 
Nicolas School Taplow went to Oxford’s 
Cathedral at Christ Church to learn about 
the cathedral and what they do!
   The cathedral is a yellow sandstone brick 
building which is very old and special. The 
patterns on the windows are beautiful .It 
is very large and wide. It is magnificently 
magical with gold all over the bishop’s 
throne. We liked seeing the windows be-
cause it was amazing because the windows 
were magic. It was all grey outside but 

inside it was very bright and colourful. 
We enjoyed hearing the story about St 
Frideswide a girl who helped the poor and 
became a nun. There is a beautiful window 
telling the story.  
   The cathedral’s life all starts at 6 o‘clock 
when the verger comes in and opens the 
doors to light the candles and prepares for 
the first service of the day.  We looked at 
a PowerPoint and learnt the timetable of 
what they do which was very interesting 
and it starts very early! We learnt a lot 
about the church organisation with the 
bishops and that they wear a pointy hat 

that represents the 
flame of the Holy 
Spirit.  We even got 
to dress up in the 
clothes that they 
wear which was 
very funny! 
   We had a small 
service in the Ca-
thedral. We sang a 
hymn, our favour-
ite, ‘Here I am Lord’. 
Eight lucky people 
got to say our class 
prayers that we 
wrote. Father John 
sang “Lord in your 
mercy” and we sang 
“Hear our prayer” 
back. When we had 
the blessing, Father 
John said holy 
things about us.  We 
felt special because 
we got to do that. We were honoured to 
be presented with our own Bibles. We felt 
really lucky and we felt we were going to 
burst because it was fun and very exciting.  
   What we thought and how we felt: Very 
excited, it was a very magical experience. 
Year 3 loved the church and we think 
everyone else would enjoy it too. The 
trip went very well and we thought God 
would always be with us in our hearts 
and we know God will be with us all the 

time no matter what we do. We were 
shocked about how much gold there was! 
The bishop must be really lucky to have a 
golden throne.

 Claudia and Lucas are pupils at St 
Nicolas School. If your school would like 
to book a day out at Oxford’s  Cathedral 
at Christ Church, contact Jim Godfrey 
on jim.godfrey@chch.ox.ac.uk or call 
01865 276154.  

Photo by Emma Raven

The story

Many of the 
Pharisees and 
teachers of the 
law criticised 

Jesus because he spent time 
with ordinary people, many 
of whom they thought were 
sinners, doing things that 
were wrong. “If you owned 
100 sheep,” Jesus said to 
them, ‘and one of them 
was lost, what would you 
do?Leave it to die and be 
content with the 99 that are safe in the 
sheep pen? No, you would go in search 
of the one that was lost. You would look 
everywhere until it was found, then you 
would be happier over that one lost sheep 
than all the others. So it is with God. He 
cares about all the sheep, and will not be 
happy till he has saved the one who has 
wandered away from the right path.’
MATTHEW 18:12–14
‘What do you think? If a shepherd has 100 
sheep, and one of them has gone astray, 
does he not leave the ninety-nine on the 
mountains and go in search of the one that 
went astray?’
(v. 12)
Reflection

One of the most compelling aspects 
of the Christian faith is the 
message that every single person 

matters to God. In a world where the 
needs and happiness of the individual are 

often sacrificed to the larger institution 
or organisation, Jesus emphasises that it 
does not matter how small or insignificant 
we may feel: in God’s eyes we are all equal, 
all special and all loved.

“Does he not leave the 
ninety-nine... and go in 
search of the one that 
went astray?”

    The story of the tremendous efforts the 
shepherd makes to find the one sheep that 
has got lost emphasises God’s concern for 
every single one of us. Young children can 
often feel that they don’t matter in a world 
that is organised and run by adults. The 
story of the lost sheep reminds them of 
their importance to God—and reminds the 
grown-ups, too.

Feeling sheepish?
A savoury recipe
Ingredients (per sheep) 
• One large plain rice cake (if you can buy
the rectangular ones, they will look more
like a field)
• One tsp mayonnaise
• Green food colouring
• One slice white bread
• One black olive
• Two or three raisins
• One slice processed cheese (optional)
Equipment
• Large and small flower-shaped cutters
• Knife
Preparation
Mix the mayonnaise with the food 
colouring until it looks grass-green. Slice 
some olives to make the curly hair.

Crafting
1. Spread the green mayonnaise over the 
rice cake.
2. Cut one large and one small flower 
shape from the slice of bread.
3. Position the bread flowers on to the rice 
cake so that they look like a sheep’s head 
and body. You may want to cut a piece out 
of the sheep’s head so that it fits snugly on 
to the body.
3. If you wish, cut out a flower shape from 
a slice of processed cheese and place it on 
top of the bread body.
4. Add raisins or olives for legs, and olive 
slices for curly black hair (if not using 
cheese). Use chopped raisins or olives for 
eyes and a mouth. For a really good eye, 
use the end of an icing nozzle to cut out a 
circle from an olive.

Win a copy of Edible Bible Crafts
IF you are looking for Bible themed cooking 
activities, this book, published in April by the 
Bible Reading Fellowship is for you. 
   There are 64 reflections and activities for three 
to 11-year-olds, covering 12 Old Testament 
stories, 12 New Testament stories and eight key 
festivals from the Church year. Each unit gives 
the Bible story, a short reflection and a sweet and 
savoury recipe idea.
   The Door has three copies of Edible Bible Crafts 
to give away. To be in with a chance of winning, 
simply answer the following question: Where 
in the Bible can you find the Parable of the Lost 
Sheep? Send your answers to Edible Bible Crafts 
Competition, The Door, Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford, OX2 0NB. The closing 
date for entries is Friday 2 May.

The Revd Sally Welch, Associate Priest of St Margaret’s, North Oxford 
and Spirituality Adviser to the Oxford Diocese, brings the Bible to 
life in Edible Bible Crafts. Here is an edited extract.
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Guests include:

Book now: www.bloxhamfaithandliterature.co.uk | 0845 017 6965 
 info@bloxhamfaithandliterature.co.uk

Bloxham School, Oxfordshire
30 May - 1 June 2014

the CHURCH TIMES 

Bloxham 
Festival of Faith and Literature 

reflections on war and peace

Carol Ann Duffy
John Sampson 
James Cary
Lucy Winkett
Richard Harries
Malcolm Guite
Douglas Hurd
Jane Thynne
Rambert School of 
Contemporary Dance
… plus many more

Join us this year 
for a friendly 

welcome, fascinating 
speakers and a great 

atmosphere.

  

Saturday 14 June 2014 at 4.00pm 
For families with boys aged 2 - 6 

 

Find out about life as a New College Chorister at our fun-filled 
afternoon of singing, games, activities, dressing up, & tea.  Talk to 
music staff and choir families, and get a taste of the unique 
musical education on offer to our choristers. The day finishes with 
a special Evensong in the wonderful atmosphere of New College’s 
medieval chapel.  
All choristers enjoy generous scholarships at New College School. 
 

For more information and to register, contact 
edward.higginbottom@new.ox.ac.uk / 01865 279519 

 

www.newcollegechoir.com 

New College Choir 
Chorister Open Day  

 
for boys who love singing! 

 

 

ST. MARY’S CONVENT
WANTAGE
St Mary’s Convent is set in a tranquil location 
in the shadows of the Lambourn Downs.
Providing comfortable and fl exible 
accommodation and facilities. Home cooked 
food using fresh wholesome ingredients.
Suitable for Group Quiet Days and Group 
Retreats. Including conference facilities and 
private individual visits.
The Guest Wing is a calm still place enabling 
peace and spiritual refreshment for all.

For further details please contact:
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, Oxfordshire, 
OX12 9DJ
Tel: 01235 763141
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk
www.csmv.co.uk

NEW NOVEL from

K L COLE
Author of The Purple Veil

FAITHFULNESS
IN RELATIONSHIPS

also available as paperback on Amazon

Who is like you, O Lord, 
among the gods? Who 
is like you, majestic in 
holiness, awesome in 
glorious deeds, doing 
wonders?

Ex 15:11
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by Claire Wood

Around the Deaneries - Newport
The Revd 

Richard 
Caddell, 
Area Dean 

of Newport Deanery, 
describes the area 
as a relatively small, 
mainly rural deanery 
at the farthest end 
of the diocese, north 
of Milton Keynes.  
   Richard is Rector of 
the Lamp Benefice, 
which is not unique but unusual in that 
it is in two separate parts, with Gayhurst, 
part of the Gate Benefice, in the middle.
   “Basically you have St Mary’s, Haversham 
with St Leonard’s, Little Linford, then 
there is Gayhurst, part of the Gate 
Benefice in the middle and then All Saints, 
Emberton, and St Peter’s, Tyringham,” says 
Richard, who was preparing for a sabbatical 

to America when we met at his vicarage in 
Haversham. 
   His trip will take him to Texas, New 
Mexico and Arizona. He’ll be looking at 
how churches build community. Richard 
was inspired to find out what is happening 
in churches over there after reading The 
Connecting Church, by Randy Frazee, based 
on the premise that western society is 
fragmented. “It looks at the idea that 
people live in one place but work, or 
go to school or college in another and 
maybe do sports in another. Church adds 
another element to over-stretched lives,” 
said Richard, who also read The Art of 
Neighbouring by Jay Pathak and Dave 
Runyon, which is based on two premises 
– what are the greatest commandments, 
to Love God and love your neighbour, 
and the parable of the Good Samaritan, 
which demonstrates that everyone is your 
neighbour. “Your neighbour is the person 
next to you and you are supposed to love 
them,” says Richard, who will be visiting 
a number of churches examining how we 
can build meaningful communities without 
adding ridiculous amounts of stress to 
people’s lives. 
   “It boils down to where your heart is. Do 
you see your brothers and sisters in Christ 
as real family or is this all just lip service?    

   “It’s not just about being in 
church on a Sunday, but being 
in your neighbourhoods where 
you are.” 
   Richard is aware he’ll be 
visiting American mega 
churches that, in terms of 
size, are a far cry from the 
rural parishes he works in. 
“The thing is that big churches 
always have people passing 
through and smaller churches 
can get discouraged and feel 
they can’t do anything like 
that but everyone has got a 
neighbour and you don’t have 
to have a special team to reach 
out to them,” he says.    
   And what is going on in his 
own benefice? There has been 
a re-ordering at Emberton, 
with work ongoing to create 
more space for concerts and 
events. The congregation there 
are in the process of planning how they can 
be more pro-active in the community. At 
Haversham a coffee morning for anyone 
is being planned, with transport if anyone 
needs it. And also a re-ordering to make 
improvements to the entrance to make it 
more accessible for wheel chairs. 

   At St Peter’s a major organ refurbishment 
is about to be carried out. “Finance won’t 
stretch to repair it completely but there is 
full support from the village to have that 
work done,” says Richard.

Vital statistics:
Area Dean: Richard Caddell 
Lay Chair: Rod Cannon 
Churches: 22 
Number of Benefices: 7 
Number of Clergy: 12      

Soul Time

Daring to dream the church family of St 
Peter and St Paul, Olney,  considered how 
they might further support their local 
community.  Their aim: “Not to just be a 
part of the community, but to be at the 
heart of the community”.
   Research revealed key areas of need 
within the town; a lack of local support 
for those suffering with memory 
degeneration, growing dissent of the local 
young people, the list seemed endless.  
   In response the SoulTime projects were 
conceived, funds raised to reorder the 
church hall, and in October 2013 the 
Memory club and Café opened.  
   Volunteers staff the monthly SoulTime 
memory club. Each meeting has low-
key activities to stimulate memories. 
Christmas included fondant cake 
decorating invoking past memories.  
The club provides a place of safety and 
friendship, piercing the isolation created 
by memory loss.  Members and volunteers 
speak of the club with pleasure and its 
membership continues to grow as it proves  
to be a valued element of the local care 
provision. 

   The SoulTime Café provides a many-
layered response to community needs.  
The majority of its volunteers attend the 
local secondary school, and these students 
are trained with new skills including: 
basic kitchen hygiene, working with the 
public, gathering valuable work experience. 
Loyalty cards, a Facebook page and word 
of mouth ensure that the café is never 
quiet and is a popular venue for the local 
children and families.  
   The SoulTime projects have generated 
a renewed sense of community and new 
dreams/projects are already planned. A 
Sensory garden is next, a safe place for the 
vulnerable, frail and very young to share in 
God’s creation. 
   As projects the SoulTime offerings 
provide much more, each supported by 
prayer and through them we are privileged 
as workers in God’s kingdom making a 
positive difference to people’s lives in 
Olney. 
The Revd Claire Wood is the Rector of 
the Olney Benefice. 

Something Different
by Jo Duckles

“IT’s church but not as you know it,” says 
Pam Fielding, who set up Something 
Different as her end-of-curacy project. 
And it’s providing a welcome place for a 
whole variety of people in the Sherington 
with Chicheley, North Crawley, Astwood 
and Hardmead Benefice.
   With 45 people on the books and 
at least 30 turning up each time, it’s 
a different way of doing church that 
is accessible but remains faithful and 
sensitive to Anglican traditions.
    It was inspired by a tea party for 
children and their mothers. Pam asked 
the mums if an after-school club would 
be helpful, but they said the school ran so 
many extra curricula activities it would be 
hard to find a free afternoon. 
   So the idea was transformed into an 
all age event for everyone, including a 
couple of teenagers, and some mums 
who told her they didn’t attend services. 
“One told me her 10-year-old found it too 
boring and another said her child was too 
young,”said Pam. 
    “I went to the café church and was 

talking to some younger women. They 
were believers who wanted something 
more formal than the café church but 
not as formal as the Holy Communion 
Service. 
   “If you label something ‘All Age’ or 
family, people think it is just for children 
and someone came up with the idea of 
calling it Something Different,” said Pam, 
who uses material from the book Creative 
Ideas for Whole Church Family Worship, by 
Jan Brind and Tessa Wilkinson, which 
comes with a CD Rom. “It’s brilliant 
for us.It can be expressed in all sorts of 
different ways. There’s a spiritual depth 
for those who are able to grasp that sense 
of belonging and fitting into our ancient 
building.” 
   It’s been going since December. 
“Attendance is gradually creeping up 
and when people can’t make it for one 
reason or another, they email to say 
so,” says Pam, who is keen to stress 
that the sessions are a joint effort. “We 
plan ‘Something Different’ together. We 
have a small planning and working group 
who offer their practical help and inspired 
ideas so it is a collaborative effort.”

A growing café church
by Tim Dawson

THE Café Church was started four years 
ago by the Rector, The Revd Mandy 
Marriott, after she was approached by 
mums who wanted their children baptised.              
   There wasn’t a Sunday school running at 
the time, so they began to discuss the idea 
of a Café style church where adults and 
children could come together on a Sunday 
morning, and the children could have some 
Christian input with stories, crafts and 
activities, and the adults could relax over 
coffee and pastries, and explore particular 
themes in a very low key way. 
  When people arrive they are offered 
coffee, tea, juice and pastries, and have

 
the opportunity to have a chat. Many of 
the people who come would never venture 
through the door of the church building. 
   Meeting in the school is familiar and 
non-threatening. This year we started with 
creation and Adam and Eve and will aim 
to cover the main stories and themes in 
the Old and New Testaments in a fun and 
engaging way. The parents on the team are 
very good at coming up with creative ideas 
for the children. 
   Café Church is now called SCANS 
(Sherington Community at North Crawley 
School), and generally meets on the third 
Sunday of the month at 10.45am. 

Photo by Phil Hind. 
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Clergy head to Swanwick for ‘Imagining Faith’
HARD working clergy took a few days off from their busy schedules for 
Imagining Faith, the first Oxford Diocese clergy conference for 22 years.  

The highlight for many was receiving 
communion in a service presided 
over by the Rt Revd Victoria 
Matthews, Bishop of Christ Church, 

New Zealand. Another was stand-up comic, 
Paul Kerensa, who had the audience in 
stitches. Workshops on everything from 
breadmaking to fundraising were held, and 
a resources hall featured Christian books, 
stands on social justice and vocations 
and even the chance to get creative with 
painting and other crafts. 
    The Revd Rod Cosh, Area Dean of 
Burnham and Slough, said: “What a 
brilliant conference. Bishop Victoria and 
the other keynote speakers have been 
thought provoking and the quality of the 
fellowship between everyone has been 
superb.”
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   The Revd Ann Templeman, of Holy 
Trinity, Theale said: “It’s been inspiring. 
Graham Tomlin’s Bible studies were 
amazing, calling us to go back to basics with 
a call to simplicity and a call to live.  It’s just 
been lovely to put names to lots of faces.  
It’s been fun and there have been lots of 
people I have known from my university 
days and one of my predecessors.”
   The Revd Paul Eddy, Vicar of Stanford 
in the Vale with Goosey and Hatford said: 
“It’s about being able to sit down and talk 
to colleagues with such a diverse range of 
experience during the informal times, you 
learn so much from each other and you 
have the chance to reflect with those with 
more experience of parish ministry.  During 
three or four days away you can look at 
what it means to minister in today’s culture 
and how we are making sure our own 
relationship with God is going well.” 
 

     The Revd Claire Alcock, a curate in 
the Langtree Team Ministry said: “The 
highlight was meeting Bishop Victoria.  It 
was amazing and I think she is one of those 
people where it doesn’t matter what she 
says because she has a presence.  Graham 
Ward’s talk felt like a brain gym.”

“Graham Ward’s talk felt 
like a brain gym.”

     The Revd Nick Jackson of St James, 
Southlake said: “I think it’s been a good 
opportunity to talk to people across the 
spectrum and share experience with them.  
Bishop Victoria was good, particularly the 
way she was prepared to look at things 
very differently when she was faced with 
obstacles, not rushing in with a solution but 
biding her time.  She was inspirational.”

Delegates, including Bishop Alan, form a choir 

Everyone at the conference was asked to write down 
three ideas to help us gain some wisdom on the next 
phase of Living Faith.  We would like to invite you to 

send in three ideas, emphases or values that you would 
like to see in the next phase of Living Faith.  

 Please email your ideas to  
michael.beasley@oxford.anglican.org

The sermons, talks and more photographs from the 
Imagining Faith conference are available at 
 www.oxford.anglican.org/imaginingfaith

The Rt Revd Victoria Matthews

 Breadmaking workshop

Lots of laughter from the audience watching the comedian, Paul Kerensa

One of the keynote speakers, The Revd Dr Sam Wells Artwork produced from the arts/crafts workshop

Holidays at Home

Retreats

Holidays Abroad
Luxury 3 bed villa 

(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near
Carvoeiro. Own pool,

all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
Full details and brochure:

Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

info@casa-oleander.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683

Dartmouth 
Devon

 
Tel: 020 7223 5473 

Delightful ground floor 
flat with glorious views 

across river Dart. 
Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 

twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons.

ITALY
Near Romantic Rome
Self catering in rural 

tranquillity, sleeps 2-4.
Wonderful views, historic

village.  Tel: 07836 650834
villagirasole@hotmail.com
www.villettagirasole.com

LYNTON DEVON
A warm traditional welcome

awaits you at 
Kingford House  

Enjoy excellent home cuisine ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 

for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com

www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 

SHERBORNE
Short breaks in Dorset
Elegant, spacious, 2 bed,

apartment in listed building
close to Abbey Church.

Open all year.
Please ring for brochure:

01404 841367
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Clergy head to Swanwick for ‘Imagining Faith’

   The Revd Canon Linda Green, Rector 
of St Mary’s Banbury said: “It was very 
stimulating and refreshing. The highlight 
for me were the Bible studies and the 
worship.  Bishop Victoria was really 
interesting and positive.  It’s given me the 
chance to talk to people I wouldn’t normally 
talk to and to see those I haven’t seen for 
a while, including people I trained with 
and that’s been great.  The comedian, Paul 
Kerensa, was brilliant - I haven’t laughed so 
much for a while.”
   The Revd La Stacey, Curate in the 
Easthampstead Benefice said: “The 
Eucharist on the Wednesday morning 
absolutely blew me away.  I hadn’t heard 
Bishop Alan preside before and I found it 
very moving.” 
 
Feature compiled by Jo Duckles and  
Debbie Dallimore. 
     
  

Delegates, including Bishop Alan, form a choir 

Bishop Victoria celebrating Eucharist 
Delegates attending were from all over the Diocese. They were encouraged to put a sticker on the new 
Archdeacony map showing which area they came from. 

Lots of laughter from the audience watching the comedian, Paul Kerensa

Delegates joining in the arts/crafts workshopOne of the keynote speakers, The Revd Dr Sam Wells 

Bishop John greets arrivals at Swanwick
Call now for a FREE assessment

Tel: 01494 678811
Chester House • 9 Windsor End

Beaconsfield • HP9 2JJ
www.universal-care.co.uk
care@universal-care.co.uk

Stay in 
the home 
you love
Live-in or daily care in your own home provides 
around the clock reassurance, giving you the right 
help when you want it.

• Carefully matched professional carers
• Care carried out the way you like it
• All aspects of personal care & housekeeping duties
• A highly reputable company est. 1986

BE 
SEEN

To advertise 
in this newspaper, 

contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com

designed and hand made in Dorset
- treasured across the country

Ronald Emett fine furniture 

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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WWW.CROSSRHYTHMS.CO.UK/DIRECT
 OR CALL 01782 251000

Thousands of CDs and DVDs at only £9.97
And thousands of CDs and DVDs now have FREE POSTAGE

Check out thousands of amazing books and DVDs...

Do your shopping 
in comfort and confidence 
at Cross Rhythms Direct.  

Music, books and DVDs for life...
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SUMMER SCHOOL

 
 Investigating

faith 
Understanding Islam
16 - 19 June 2014 
A course that aims to give Christians 
an introduction to Islam as Muslims 
understand it, and to address 
questions of Christian response. 
The course includes both Christian 
and Muslim speakers. 
£320: residential 
£150: non-residential 
(3 nights/days all inclusive) 

 
St Stephen’s House, Oxford
+44 (0)1865 613500 
enquiries@ssho.ox.ac.uk  

www.ssho.ox.ac.uk

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Stephen’s House is a Permanent Private 
Hall of the University of Oxford. 

BE 
SEEN
You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 

of 34,000, at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 
audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 

High Wycombe and Milton Keynes.  
We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 

newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 170,000.

To fi nd out more, contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com

TD
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‘Oh happy band of pilgrims’

THE BISHOP of Oxford is 
inviting everyone from across 
the diocese to join him on a 
pilgrimage – without leaving 
the Thames Valley writes Sarah 
Meyrick. 

The Pilgrimage, which runs from 
18 to 28 September 2014, will see 
the launch of a brand new pilgrim 
route running through the heart 

of the diocese, The Thames Pilgrim Way. 
The intention is that the route should 
exist in perpetuity – so that walkers of this 
part of the Thames Path can experience a 
different dimension to the route.
   “By following the Thames Path, the 
journey is already laid out for us, so in 
some ways we are simply reclaiming an 
iconic route for God,” says Bishop John. 
   “More than 70 of our churches lie within 
half a mile of the river, all treasures. We 
won’t be stopping at all of them, but my 
hope is that by blessing the route, praying 
along the way, and providing resources for 
prayer and reflection, we’ll be able to offer 
something unique and long-lasting for 
pilgrims of the future.” Pilgrimage is one 
of Bishop John’s particular interests. “For 
centuries, people have gone on journeys to 
enrich their spiritual lives,” he says. “The 
desire seems deeply ingrained in human 
nature. Pilgrimages nurture and sustain 
our inner life, our ‘sacred centre’.
   “Personally, pilgrimage has long been 
one of my passions. Over the years I’ve 
made pilgrimages to the Holy Land, 
Rome, Holy Island, Iona, Mount Sinai, 
Turkey and Greece. I also really enjoyed 
travelling around the diocese in August 
2011, meeting people and praying with 
the local communities surrounding the 
15 wonderful churches featured on our 
Pilgrimage Map.

   

“Three years on, I’m delighted to be 
launching a brand new Pilgrimage route, 
which winds majestically through the very 
heart of our great diocese, and each of our 
four archdeaconries.”

Exciting things happen 
when Christians journey 
together.

   The Thames Pilgrim Way has been 
broken up into ten sections, each 
averaging ten miles. There will be a pause 
after the first two days for the Grand Day 
Out (see page 1) in the city of Oxford, 
which includes a special short (three mile) 
pilgrimage at the beginning of the day. 
The pilgrimage will resume on the Sunday 
morning.
   There will be pauses for prayer and 
reflection throughout each day, and every 
afternoon will end with tea and a short 
act of worship in a host parish along the 
Thames Path.  
   The start and stop points have been 
chosen to allow for travel by train where 
possible. Pilgrims are encouraged to 
organise lifts with others where they can. 
   “We hope people will feel free to dip 
in and out of the pilgrimage, as they 
can manage,” says the Revd Sally Welch, 
diocesan spirituality adviser and a key 
member of the planning group.
   “You’ll need to bring your own lunch 
and sufficient water for the day. Please 
note that you will need waterproofs and 
stout walking boots. Do go on a practice 
walk if you are not a regular walker before 
committing yourself to a long day’s 

walking. Please also be aware that public 
loos are very limited! Past experience tells 
me that exciting things happen when 
Christians journey together,” says Bishop 
John.  “Do join me, for an hour, a day or 
the whole 104 miles. It’s in the action of 
travelling, of encountering the new and 
the unfamiliar, of sharing conversations 
and allowing ourselves time and space 
away from our everyday routines that we 
find refreshment and spiritual growth. “ 
   There is no charge for taking part 
in the pilgrimage but to help with the 
planning, people are asked to book. 
Please contact the Bishop’s Chaplain, 
Revd Graham Sykes: graham.sykes@
oxford.anglican.org or 01865 208221 no 
later than 1 September.

Come and join us en-route: 
• Thursday 18 September Radcot to Newbridge: 10 miles
• Friday 19 September Newbridge to Wolvercote: 13 miles
• Saturday 20 September Grand Day Out*
• Sunday 21 September Wolvercote to Radley: 8 miles
• Monday 22 September Radley to Little Wittenham: 12 miles
• Tuesday 23 September Little Wittenham to Moulsford: 11 miles
• Wednesday 24 September Moulsford to Tilehurst: 11 miles
• Thursday 25 September Tilehurst to Shiplake: 11 miles
• Friday 26 September Shiplake to Marlow: 10 miles
• Saturday 27 September Marlow to Maidenhead: 8 miles
• Sunday 28 September Maidenhead 

to Wraysbury: 10 miles

*See page one for details of the 
Grand Day Out. 

A dedicated website, optimised for 
Smartphones and a handbook will be 
on offer for the pilgrimage. Find out 
more at www.oxford.anglican.org/

pilgrimage

 Photo: Sally Welch

The daily pattern
• 09.45: Gathering
• 10.00: Morning reflection
• 13.00: Lunchtime reflection
• 16.00: Tea 
• 17.00: Evening reflection
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Blessed are the 
peacemakers

This year, Christian Aid Week is focusing on the work 
Christian Aid does to bring peace to communities 

decimated by conflict. Where lives are torn apart by 
war, Christian Aid is there to walk the long road to 

restoration. It’s not an easy path. 

One of the most striking stories Christian Aid is telling about its 
work this year is about 9 year old Edile, who  lives in Colombia. 

Born into a warzone, he knows are more about guns and 
soldiers than any child should. His dad was killed by 

paramilitaries, and his whole village fled, surviving in the 
mountains, the jungle,  or in nearby towns. Meanwhile, 

their land was taken over by multinational companies 
who refused to give it back.

Christian Aid, through its partners in Colombia, 
has helped Edile’s grandmother to take their case 

to national and international courts, and now 
they live in a safe-zone which all armed groups 
are forbidden to enter. The involvement of 

international organisations like Christian 
Aid guarantees the safety of Edile and his 
playmates, so that they can enjoy what is 
left of their childhood.

It is in this context that we are called to 
support Christian Aid Week: a world in 
which violence traumatises children, 
forcibly throws communities from their 
homes, and greedily looks to its own 
interests. Our God challenges us not 
to ignore the orphans and the widows 
among us, but instead to seek his 
blessing by becoming peacemakers.

‘So stand ready, with truth as a 
belt tight around your waist, with 
righteousness as your breastplate, 
and as your shoes the readiness to 
announce the Good News of peace.’ 
Ephesians 6:14-15 (GNT)

What will you do this 
Christian Aid Week?

A Christian Aid Week prayer
Walk with me God, as I step 
out onto the streets to show 
your love. May each stride 
move us closer to a fairer 
world.
Move hearts to fill envelopes 
with change to transform 
lives.

And through every smile 
exchanged and every doorstep 
conversation, help me to be a 
messenger of Good News in 
my community and for the 
world’s poor.

Amen

9-year-old Edile Beite Chaverra with a 
painting of the violence he has witnessed. 
Credit: Christian Aid/M Gonzalez-Noda

The Bible is unequivocal in its call 
to help the poor and suffering, and 
this season after Easter gives us 
opportunity to consider what it 
means to bring resurrection hope to 
a broken world. One way to do this 
is to get involved with this year’s 
Christian Aid Week. 

Throughout his ministry on earth, 
Jesus consistently demonstrated 
concern for the poor. He showed 

compassion to those who had little, 
and anger at those who exploited 
them. It is his example that drives 
Christian Aid Week, this year 
running from 11-17 May. Christian 
Aid Week challenges us in our 
churches to step up and take action 
on behalf of the world’s poorest. 

In the face of 1.4 billion people 
living in extreme poverty, we can 
feel overwhelmed by the scale of 

suffering in our broken world. 
Christian Aid Week offers us the 
opportunity to tackle this scandal 
head on, as part of a nationwide 
movement for justice. 

There are hundreds of ways to get 
involved – from traditional house-
to-house collecting to abseiling 
down a church tower – but the most 
important thing is to do something.
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Skydive
Dynamic fundraising from a supporter

People find all sorts of ways to raise money 
for Christian Aid Week, but few go to the 
same heights at the Rev Mike Haslam. 

The father-of-four, Chaplain at Taunton Academy in 
Somerset, suffers from vertigo but decided to jump out 
of a plane in his first ever tandem skydive in May last 
year.

He said: ‘I am really scared of heights so this is a big test 
for me personally. But I love a new challenge and it is a 
great opportunity to do something exciting for a good 
cause.’ Mike explained why he’s chosen to support the 
charity: ‘[Christian Aid] echoes my Christian values and 
belief that we should help those in poverty and ensure 
that they have a life before death.’

Take part in a 
house-to-house 
collection

Speak to your church rep or 
contact your local Christian 
Aid office to find out how 
you can lend a hand in 
your local collection. Going 
house to house is a great 
way for your church to be 
seen in the community 
and allow everyone in your 
neighbourhood the chance 
to contribute to the fight 
against poverty.

Bake cakes!
Estimates suggest that 
500,000 cakes will be baked 
for Christian Aid Week! 
Why not bake a batch of 
buns to sell after church on 
Christian Aid Week Sunday?

Rise to the 
challenge

Do something special and 
collect sponsorship for 
it. You could undertake a 

sponsored silence, a swim 
or even a radical haircut. 
Alternatively, challenge 
someone else in your church 
– but you’ll have to put your 
hand in your pocket and 
sponsor them!

Food glorious food
Everyone loves sharing 
food together so why not 
hold a Christian Aid Week 
breakfast, brunch, lunch, 
afternoon tea or dinner? 
From breakfast bacon 
butties to rich man/poor 
man dinners, there are 
plenty of ways to share food 
and raise funds. You might 
want to try a ‘safari supper’, 
visiting a different church 
or home for your starter, 
main and pudding.
Sold to the highest bidder!
Auctions are a great way 
to raise funds, whether it’s 
promises from members of 
your church and community 
or objects and artefacts. 
Get in touch with your local 

auctioneer to see if they will 
volunteer to hammer the 
gavel and start bidding on 
those lots!

All the world’s a 
stage

Concerts, talent shows and 
karaoke nights are a great 
way to put the fun into 
fundraising. You can get 
local musicians involved 
or uncover the hidden 
talents in your church and 
community.

Rattle a tin!
Collections in the busiest 
areas of town always do 
well, whether in your local 
supermarket, train station 
or shopping mall. Simply 
request a permit from the 
council and contact your 
nearest Christian Aid office 
for all the buckets, tins and 
stickers you need.
Find resources, tips and 
plenty more ideas at 
caweek.org   

Some ways you can get involved

Christian Aid supporters take on a sponsored walk in Loughborough.
Credit:  Christian Aid/M Gonzalez-Noda
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OUT NOW!
The latest issue 
of The Son
THE SON is a bright, newsy and uncompromising tabloid newspaper 
which aims to put Jesus back at the centre of society.

Written and presented in an easy to read style, based on the UK’s 
biggest circulation newspapers, THE SON is an ideal tool to reach 
believers and unbelievers as well.

The current edition of THE SON includes stories on BBC presenter 
Janey Lee Grace, top neurosurgeon Dr Eben Alexander, and many 
more.

Why not use THE SON to reach your community?

The Son hotline on 
01752 225623

Winter 2013

35p
JANE 
FONDA 
 ON LOVE,   LIFE AND   GOD

       SEE PAGE 3

FORMER SOAP STAR DANNIELLA WESTBROOK ON HER BATTLE WITH DRUGS AND HER  NEW LIFE AS A CHRISTIAN– SEE PAGE 7

GOLDEN GIRL CHRISTINE’S         GOD-GIVEN           TALENT        –Page 14

www.theson.org.uk

‘Christians could face  extinction’
See story on page 10

Minister’s warning

An 86-year-old pensioner who works 
as a Street Pastor and helps the 
homeless and the hungry has been 
named as the country’s top local hero 
in the Pride of Britain Awards.
When most people of her age are safely tucked 

up in bed, widow Anne patrols the streets of 

clubland looking out for vulnerable people at 

risk.
Anne also works in a soup kitchen, helps run 

a cafe for the homeless in her home city of  

Plymouth.
She not only received top honours in the Pride 

of Britain Award, but also later met Prime  

Minister David Cameron.Anne committed her life to helping others after 

her husband Tom died nine years ago.  Heart-
broken and in despair after losing her partner 

of 45 years she decided that she would give 

God all the love that she had for her beloved 

husband.
Anne said: “Everything I do is for God’s  

glory and I am so privileged to be able to take 

His love onto the streets.”Full story on page 2

     ANNE IS PRIDE OF BRITAIN An Act of faith - Interview with Sir Anthony Hopkins See page 5

Honour for 86-year-old Street Pastor

Anne Scarfe

 

01752 228000  l  www.nicolahurst.co.uk
65 Hyde Park Rd  l  Plymouth  l  PL3 4JN

 

Scan here for more info

A unique gallery, now open 6 years, selling 
jewellery, glass, ceramics and other gift items; 

all hand made in the UK.
 

Buy online at 
www.nicolahurst.co.uk

Nicola makes jewellery on her premises in Plymouth. 
Commissions and repairs undertaken. 

Regular exhibitions showcasing  new jewellers.

Commit your 
work to the 
Lord, and 
your plans 
will be estab-
lished.

Proverbs 16 vs 3 (NRSV)
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 Celebrating 
women’s ministry

by Karen Gorham

A few years ago a book 
was published in the 
States which gave 
me much hope, it 

was called How I changed my 
mind about women in leadership. And in it prominent 
Evangelicals wrote about how they had in fact changed 
their minds.  And it all came down to gifts.  Here’s a quote 
from the foreword: “You have to put the fact that, in 
discussing the distribution of gifts of the Spirit, nothing 
is said about gender, alongside the fact that many men 
who manifestly are not supernaturally gifted are allowed 
to serve in official roles.”
   Interestingly the book goes on to say that it is misguided 
and unhelpful to try to deal with the issues of men 
and women in ministry in terms of rights and equality 
alone.  Instead it is about our obligation to God to use the 
abilities that we have all been given and the divine gifts 
we have been empowered with.  That is quite a thing – we 
all, regardless of gender, have an obligation to use the 
gifts that God has given us for his service, where ever that 
may be.

“...We all, regardless of gender, have 
an obligation to use the gifts that 
God has given us...”

   This year we celebrate the 20th anniversary of women 
priests in the Church of England.  I remember 1994 very 
well as women’s priestly ministry and calling was finally 
recognised as ordinations took place in cathedrals across 
the country; some women just starting out in ministry 
and others who had served the church faithfully as 
deaconesses and deacons for years.  
   Since then significant minds have been changed, and 
many churches are now experiencing the fullness of men 
and women working together in every level of local church 
life.  It has been a joy to be part of that great liberation 
of gifts, talents, and priesthood which has enhanced our 
churches and brought new hope and energy to many of 
our communities. The image of God, born in both men 
and women, has certainly been made visible.

“The image of God in both men 
and women has certainly been 
made visible.”

   One cannot overestimate the effect that women’s 
priestly ministry has had on the Church and in the wider 
world. Many can testify to the sacramental value of that 
ministry whilst in hospital, prison, university, hospice, or 
school, as well as locally at special times of birth, marriage 
and death and in ordinary day-to-day-life.
   It is not for us to diminish the created identity of 
another and our redeemed worth in God’s kingdom 
plan.  So please join with us during the next few months 
in giving thanks for the ministry of women priests, for 
all those men and women whose courage, vision and 
perseverance made it possible and in recommitting 
ourselves to the service of God wherever he calls us to be. 

The Ven. Karen Gorham is the Archdeacon of 
Buckingham. She will be presiding at Sharing the 
Journey a day of thanksgiving to celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of women priests on 7th June in Oxford.  
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Continued from page 16   
“I made some really good friends who 
were very supportive. Others weren’t 
keen on a woman being there but I 
got on with it and did what needed to 
be done,” says Judy.
    “I wasn’t a confident person so I 
found rehearsing for Mass, the art 
of the Daily Office and spiritual 
reading really helped me develop. It 
was not an easy time. Training is very 
challenging. All your assumptions are 
challenged, your faith is challenged, 
your reason for being is challenged. 
You come out of the other end a 
changed person.”   
   Judy served her “title” as a Deacon 
(curate) in All Saints, Botley in 
Portsmouth. The Revd Elaine 
Bardwell, who is now the Vicar of 
New Marston in Oxford, was the 
Director of Pastoral Studies at St 
Stephen’s House when Judy was 
training. 
   “I’ve known Elaine a long time and 
having her as a role model and having 
an ordained woman on the staff 
was incredibly positive for me,” said 
Judy. But as a Deacon, Judy felt her 
journey was not yet complete. The 
then Bishop of Portsmouth had been 
conflicted about whether he wanted 
women ordinands.  
   With a sense of calling to be a 
priest, she served a second curacy 
in Coventry, under the then Bishop, 
the Rt Revd Simon Barrington 
Ward. Coventry had a more positive 
attitude to women. There she found 
a warm welcome from the Diocese 

and a wonderful director of women’s 
ministry and spent three happy years 
at St Mark’s, Bilton, in Rugby. It was a 
broad church with a lively mixture of 
worship and an evangelical rector.   
   Judy had the privilege of being 
part of a historic moment when 
she was one of the youngest of 37 
women who were among the first to 
be ordained priest in the Church of 
England in Coventry Cathedral in 
1994. “It was 20 years ago and it was 
the beginning of something exciting 
for the whole Church.    

“...it was the 
beginning of 
something exciting for 
the whole church.”

   “The vicar and his wife were very 
kind to me as a single woman. After 
three years in Bilton and almost 
five-and-a-half as a curate I needed to 
look for a vicar’s post,” says Judy, who 
was interviewed for her Charlbury 
role soon after. “I was one of six 
people short listed and much to my 
amazement I got the job. Not only 
was the church beautiful but they had 
just finished reordering which was 
good news for whoever was going to 
take it on. There are a lot of gifted 
people here and a church with a 
flexible space.”
   Despite having to deal with two 
fires at the church, Judy, along 
with Associate Priest, the Revd Jan 

Fielden and their team, has led St 
Mary’s through many exciting times. 
These have included the launch 
of a successful Font Café for the 
community and becoming the first 
church in the Diocese to receive a 
Family Friendly award for its work 
with children and young people. 
   “Leaving here is the end of an era 
for me. When I arrived I was 36 and 
young and green in terms of leading 
a parish. 17 years later it has been 
a very fruitful time. I was the first 
woman incumbent to serve under the 
then Bishop of Dorchester, Bishop 
Anthony,” says Judy. “Charlbury is 
a great community with a real living 
heart to it.”
   Serving as Area Dean for the 
Chipping Norton Deanery and Acting 
Archdeacon of Oxford, Judy has only 
had a few Sundays in 17 years away 
from Charlbury. She’ll miss her two 
churches but is looking forward to 
visiting the other 334 churches in 
the new Dorchester Archdeaconry. 
Her new role will bring back her 
deacon’s experience of servanthood. 
“It’s about serving our churches, 
clergy and people, and working with 
diocesan staff, to help them with the 
challenges of church life and mission 
today,” said Judy,who has family in 
Singapore, Washington DC and New 
Zealand, supportive parents and 
some good friends. 
 Judy enjoys anything to do with 
iPads, walking, a bit of poetry and 
singing. 

 

God in the life of…

Thousands of painstaking hours of work went into stitching three new kneelers that tell the story of Bradwell through the ages.  
Bishop John blessed the kneelers at Bradwell Church, Milton Keynes, at a recent service.  
For the full story go to www.oxford.anglican.org/kneelers.  
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Arranging a funeral is a stressful 
and demanding time.
Five generations of experience:
we know we will make a 
difference.

Reading head office  0118 957 3650
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Henley-on-Thames, Thatcham
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         Adrian Smith 
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Tel: 07717060297

 

Email: asmith417@btinternet.com 
A quality service using quality materials  

E. Sargeant & Son
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Family orientated funeral directors of distinction.
Serving Maidenhead, Slough, Windsor

and the surrounding areas since 1712.

Professional advice and guidance
from our caring staff.

Monumental Masonry.
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans.

For personal assistance,
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MAIDENHEAD - 01628 787 738
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SLOUGH - 01753 520 081

61 St. Leonards Road
WINDSOR - 01753 865 982

visit our website:
www.esargeant.co.uk

LeadcraftLeadcraft
Stained Glass Studio

STAINED GLASS ARTISTS
AND CRAFTSMEN

Traditional leaded lights made and
repaired.

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted
and decorative glass for windows and

doors and also internal window cleaning
Ecclesiastical and Residential

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
Fax: 0118 957 5865

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk
By appointment only

CHURCH PEWS
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UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?
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Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail
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Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN
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THE Revd Canon Judy French 
tells Jo Duckles her story from 
an early childhood in Kenya 
through to polishing the pews 
of her church as a teenager to 
her appointment as the first 
Archdeacon of Dorchester. 

We meet in the study of 
Charlbury Vicarage, 
overlooking an expansive 
garden and the idyllic 

Cotswold countryside. This is a place 
Judy will miss once she’s moved on from 
her role as Rector of St Mary’s Charlbury 
and All Saints, Shorthampton,where she 
has been in post for 17 years.  Judy was 
three when her parents and 18-month-old 
brother moved to Kenya for her father’s 
job as a telecoms engineer. “For us as 
children, Kenya was idyllic. There were 
safaris, we spent time on the beach and 
my sister was born in Nakuru.
   “My parents lived abroad for most of my 
dad’s working life. We had a short spell 
in Brighton and then they moved to the 
Middle East.”
   Judy’s mum was a Sunday School 
teacher and her first memory is a big 
children’s Bible with dramatic pictures. 
When her parents moved to the Middle 
East, Judy went to a boarding school that 
was originally set up for the daughters of 
United Reformed Church ministers. She 
started going to the URC church as a bus 
was provided from the school, but her 
family soon told her they were Anglican, 
which meant a long walk to worship at the 
local CofE church.  

“I found that rich and 
spiritually rewarding.”

   She was confirmed at 14 and as 
preparation had to go to her ‘home’ 
church near her grandparents’ home 
in Portsmouth and interview the vicar 
on how it all worked. That was her first 
experience of getting to know the ins and 
outs of church life and she admits to being 

scared stiff.  On leaving school she joined 
that church and by 19 was a reluctant 
PCC member. It was a middle of the road 
church with an Anglo-Catholic vicar, 
occasional incense and a “great choir”.
   “They did Stations of the Cross and the 
Good Friday Liturgy and I found that rich 
and spiritually rewarding. It was a key 
time for me in my faith journey. When I 
started going to church, the vicar told me 
they didn’t carry passengers, everyone was 
crew.”
   Judy was assigned to polishing pews 

with Mrs Walsh, who to a teenager seemed 
to be about 103.  “She was a lovely lady, 
deeply faithful and she had the best 
polishing elbow.  Her sense of service and 
commitment was actually an important 
insight for me into the whole army of 
people who just do stuff without a lot of 
thanks. Mrs Walsh had her pews gleaming. 
My half of the church wasn’t so good.”
  Judy, who has always loved singing, 
remembers an unexpectedly uplifting 
moment during a hymn when she was 
21.  “It was a moment when everything 
came together and that was a significant 

point for me. I then began to get these 
notions in my head when I saw the vicar 
up front that I’d like to do what he was 
doing. The other half of me said it was a 
completely stupid idea. I was far too shy 
to do anything up front.” Judy recalled her 
nerves the first time the vicar asked her to 
do a reading.  As I began to read the first 
lesson, the heavens opened and it made 
such a racket on the roof that no one heard 
a word I read,” she says. 
   Working as an accounts clerk for a life 
assurance firm, while Judy liked her job 
and the people she worked with, she knew 
it wasn’t what she wanted to do for the 
rest of her life. So she went to see the 
Diocesan Director of Ordinands. 
   “He wanted me to have a life and go and 
climb Everest,” says Judy, who instead 
became the first member of her family to 
go to university. Not considering herself 
academic, she first had to pass her history 
A level, which she did in night classes, and 
with the help of an encouraging teacher. 
   She went on to enjoy three years in 
the beautiful surroundings of Lampeter 
College in Wales, studying theology in an 
environment with a woman chaplain and 
where there were women deacons.
   “All through university I was battling 
with whether God was calling me to 
ordination or whether it was a stupid idea. 
One day, I was sitting in the college chapel 
and decided I’d had enough. I asked God 
to give me a sign in the next ten minutes. 
Five minutes later, the chaplain came in, 
said she had to go out and would I take 
Morning Prayer for her. Well, that was 
it.” Conscious that she needed to walk 
with God one step at a time, Judy went 
to see the DDO again. She went through 
the selection process and was astonished 
to find herself accepted and training for 
ordination at St Stephen’s House, the 
Anglo-Catholic theological college in 
Oxford.  Well known for being a traditional 
college, Judy was one of only two women 
in her year. The other woman left for 
another college fairly quickly, while Judy, 
chose to keep her head down and get on 
with it.
Continued on page 15...

The Revd Canon Judy French. 
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The feast of the unexpected
by John Pritchard

Some things just keep on coming 
round, like taxes, the Queen’s 
Christmas message and the defeat 
of the England football team in a 

penalty shoot-out. These are things we can 
anticipate and prepare for with a sense of 
inevitablility.
   There’s a danger that we might treat the 
resurrection of Christ in the same way. 
After all, it comes round each year. So 
we might begin to take this most breath-
taking event for granted. (‘Oh, it’s just 
Jesus rising from the dead again!’)
   But Easter isn’t like the inevitable return 
of spring, the endless cycle of the seasons. 
Easter is about the cataclysmic shattering 
of the tomb of death. It’s the breaking in of 
a new world. It’s what J.R.R. Tolkein called 
‘a joy beyond the walls of the world.’
   So woe betide us if we try to domesticate 
this extraordinary drama and turn it into 
a conventional happy ending. Easter is the 
feast of the unexpected. No one can say ‘I 
told you so’ about Easter. It isn’t that kind 
of experience. It’s utterly new and it ought 
to break open the concrete walls of our 
thinking each time it happens.

   “He disturbs every 
attempt to make God 
predictable...”

   Through the rest of the year we tend to 
return to default mode in which events are 
cyclical and time is circular. By contrast, 
resurrection time is vertical. It crashes in 
from above and breaks open our religious 
domesticity. Men and women have always 
wanted to gain control over their lives. 
They want to be able to weigh life, measure 
it out, remove the surprise – anything to 
emasculate the gods.
   But Christ arrives from death without 
warning and without permission. He 
disturbs every attempt to make God 
predictable and religion safe. To some 
this is what they’d always feared: God 
would get out of the box and cause untold 
trouble.
   To others, this is the intoxication of true 
faith – the feast of the unexpected and the 
birth of a new world.
   Good Friday is altogether different. 
This is ‘hard and bitter agony.’ We travel 
that iron road with teeth clenched and 
hearts in lock-down. How can this be 
happening? This wonderful pied-piper is 
being followed not by joyous children but 
by hardened soldiers and baying crowds. 
This is humanity at its best being hounded 
by humanity at its worst.
   The hours on the cross don’t bear 
thinking about. Indeed my mother-in-

law never could think about them. She 
simply endured Good Friday as the day she 
dreaded above all others.

   “The hours on the 
cross don’t bear thinking 
about.”

    We all have our memories. I remember 
planting three crude wooden crosses on 
the green in front of the majestic west 
front of Wells Cathedral after separate 
processions had carried the crosses over 
the hills to this iconic place of power. I 
remember bringing Taunton town centre 
to a halt with a giant passion play and 
hearing the howl of a disturbed woman 
and the shriek of a demented ambulance 
as the dead body of my curate was carried 

from the market place into the church. We 
have our memories.
   But there can be no memory of 
resurrection. It’s too bizarre, left-field, 
off-piste to fit into our normal categories 
of consequential events. It creeps up on 
us from an enchanted world we never 
thought we’d see again and says ‘Put your 
finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Do not 
doubt but believe.’
   This is the proof that the prison doors 
have been opened and the key has been 
thrown away. This is the evidence that 
the highway to the future is open; the 
road blocks have been removed and the 
road ahead is clear. This is the guarantee 
that death has died – the linen wrappings 
are lying there in the corner, a discarded 
affront to the living Christ.
   How many of us need that final 

reassurance that death is not the 
malevolent cur panting in the corner but 
more like the angel saying, ‘He is not 
here; he has risen.’ There’s more to life 
than death, and if we’re prepared to cast 
ourselves on to the high seas of faith 
there’s the constant thrill of new islands 
rising out of the mist, new ports of entry, 
new cultures to savour in God’s fascinating 
Kingdom.
   This Easter weekend (as we insist on 
calling it) contains the most dramatic 
three days of the year. Even as Jesus lays 
down his burden and his head falls upon 
his chest, we may be able to hear, far away 
in the mountains, the distant roar of 
resurrection. 
   The utterly unexpected is on its way.
The Rt Revd John Pritchard is 
the Bishop of Oxford. 

The Garden Tomb, where Jesus’s body was thought to have been laid before the Resurrection. Photo: Garden Tomb Association



Adverts May prayer diary

Our Bishops on Sundays
Sunday 4 Bishop John confirming at St Mary Magdalen Oxford 
and St Francis Cowley.  
 
Sunday 11 Vocations Sunday. Please pray for our Directors 
of Ordinands:  Jules Cave-Bergquist, Amanda Bloor, Caroline 
Windley, Alison Price and Raymond Obin as they seek to discern 
God’s calling in people’s lives. Please also pray for Phillip Tovey, 
Keith Beech-Gruneberg, Beren Hartless and Angela Tilby as 
they work with lay and ordained in developing vocation and 
give thanks for those who support the team in administration.  
Bishop John confirming at Highfield, Bishop Colin at Shiplake, 

Bishop Andrew at Greyfriars and Bishop David Jennings at 
Pangbourne College. 

Sunday 18 Bishop Colin confirming at Bodicote, Bishop 
David Jennings at St Mary the Virgin, Oxford, Bishop Alan 
at Stowe School and Milton Keynes LEP, Bishop Bill Down at 
Kingham School, Bishop John at the Downe House School 
and Summertown Wolvercote Church Partnership and Bishop 
Andrew at Wargrave and the Newbury Deanery.

Sunday 25 Rogation Sunday. Please pray for all ordained 
ministers and those preparing to be ordained that all may serve 
faithfully and fruitfully for God’s Kingdom.

Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 
 
‘Like good stewards of the manifold grace of 
God, serve one another with whatever gift 
each of you has received’ - 1 Peter 4:10 

Pray to the Father through the Son in the power 
of the Spirit for:

THURSDAY 1 Reading Deanery.  
Nicholas Cheeseman, Neil Warwick, Peter 
Jeal, Joan Walker, Roger Williams, Kenneth 
Dyson and Anna Knaggs. For wisdom, 
discernment and inspiration as we seek 
to appoint a Priest-in-Charge at Reading 
Minster who will also be Area Dean and for 
continued blessings on the great ecumenical 
work in the Deanery and its positive impact 
on our community. Board of Mission 
Meeting.  

FRIDAY 2 St Andrew Caversham. Nigel 
Jones. Thanks for the ministry and mission 
of the Fisherman Café and for the church 
while the vicar is on sabbatical. 
 
SATURDAY 3 Caversham Thameside 
and Mapledurham. Mike Smith, Jeremy 
Tear, and Philip Blackburn.  The process 
of moving forward together working with 
the new Rector and for the Caversham 
Community Café at St John’s, Caversham 
and the Organ Appeal at St Peter’s, 
Caversham.  

MONDAY 5 Bank Holiday. Earley St. 
Nicolas. Neil Warwick, Libby Newman and 
Emma Major. For all who will travel on this 
Bank Holiday weekend. 
 
TUESDAY 6 St. Peter Earley. Derek 
Spears. Please pray as the parish enters 
a vacancy and remember those with the 
responsibility of discerning God’s voice in 
the call of a new priest to the parish. Pray 
also for Anna Sims working with CMS in 
Peru and for the parish’s link with and 
support of her work there. 
 
WEDNESDAY 7 Earley Trinity (LEP).
Jonathan Salmon, Cath Spence and Ann 
Baker. Bishop Andrew confirming at St 
Mary’s Winkfield.  
 
THURSDAY 8 Emmer Green St Barnabas 
with Caversham Park. Derek Chandler, 
Elizabeth Gash, Heather Wilson and Paula 
Andrews.  For the Mission Action Plans and 
their fruition in both respective parishes in 
the benefice. 

FRIDAY 9 Loddon Reach. Chris Leslie, 
Pauline Stanton-Saringer and Michael 
Dexter-Elisha. For this benefice during the 
vacancy and for all who are working extra 
hard to prosper  mission and ministry 

within the parishes.  St Mary’s Shinfield 
Aided School.  

SATURDAY 10 Christ Church Reading. 
Peter Day, John Croton, the Churchwardens 
and PCC in a time of many new challenges 
and opportunities and for developing the 
church’s links with the local community and 
particularly with New Christ Church School, 
its children, teachers and governors. 

MONDAY 12 Greyfriars Reading 
with New Hope Community 
Church.   Jonathon Wilmot, Joy Atkins, 
Dan Heyward, Philip Giddings, Sue Wilmot, 
Christine Ledger, John Ledger, Dennis 
Parker, Eileen Shipton, Heather Lewis,  and 
Carol Atkins. For Greyfriars nursery with 
its ministry opportunities, professional 
running, and extension to Caversham Park 
and Whitley.  For New Hope’s outreach in 
the parish, Associate Vicar and staff team 
and the current opening for a childrens/
families outreach worker. And also for the 
focus on those with learning disabilities 
– Tues Special and All Stars (children’s 
group) – for guests, carers and those that 
run it – giving thanks for 15 Years of this 
ministry and its links with Prospects. For 
the Diocesan Advisory Committee for 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit as they 
deliberate on repairs and re-ordering of our 
church buildings. 

TUESDAY 13 Holy Trinity Reading. 
For this parish in vacancy and for 
Ronald Cutting and Margaret Skinner, 
churchwardens, as they continue to 
organise the mission and ministry of this 
church. For the Glebe Committee for the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit as they manage 
our historic investment funds.  

WEDNESDAY 14 St Matthias Day. St 
Agnes with St Paul and St Barnabas, 
Reading. Vernon Orr, Leon Collyer, Penny 
Cuthbert, and Christine Orme. For the 
implementation of our Apostolic Strategic 
Plan and the transformation of Whitley and 
South Reading through experiencing the 
love, presence and power of God. For the 
Department of Mission Meeting today as 
they seek to equip the saints in mission and 
ministry.  
 
THURSDAY 15 St Giles Reading. David 
Harris. For Sam Cross,  soon-to-arrive 

Curate, who will be ordained this Petertide 
and for our ministry in the local state 
school (Katesgrove Primary), that it would 
continue to grow and prosper. 

FRIDAY 16 St John the Evangelist 
Reading. Vincent Gardner, Ali Marshall, 
Hamish Bruce, Richard Croft, Peter 
Marshall, Jeremy Thake and Don Mason.  
St John’s Aided School.  For the Bishops’ 
Council and Oxford Diocesan Board of 
Finance as they meet today. May they 
be guided by the Holy Spirit in all their 
deliberations and decision making.   

SATURDAY 17 St Mary and St Laurence 
Reading. Chris Russell,  David Pickersgill 
and Christopher West. For the process of 
discernment in seeking to fill the vacancy 
for Priest in Charge and for those who are 
taking on extra responsibility in mission 
and ministry during the vacancy. 

MONDAY 19 St Luke with St 
Bartholomew Reading. Graeme Fancourt, 
Richard Christopher, and Christine 
Blackman. For wisdom for the  developing 
of  the ministry and building of St Luke’s 
at the heart of the Parish and for the PCC 
project group who are seeking to reorder St 
Bartholomew’s Church as a Performing Arts 
venue. 

TUESDAY 20 St Marks and All Saints 
Reading. Nicholas Cheesman, Graham 
Lunn, Diana Matthews and Sylvia 
Cummins. Pray that people may discover 
their calling from God and that as a Church 
we may be privileged to welcome new 
people into the life of faith. All Saints (VA) 
School and St Mary and All Saints (VA) 
School. For the Editorial Support Group of 
the Door Newspaper as they seek to serve 
God and the diocese in communicating the 
good news stories of the diocese. 

WEDNESDAY 21 St Matthew’s Reading. 
Pads Dolphin and Carol Morgan. For God’s 
provision of a Youth Worker giving thanks 
that the children’s work being done has 
been so effective that it has created an 
urgent need to appoint a youth worker,  
as many of the children turn 11 years old 
and need the right person to disciple them 
into their teens. For our retiring Treasurer, 
Jenny, and pray for the right person to 
follow in her footsteps.  

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.

If you, or someone 
you know would like 

more information about 
Gilead or would like to 
make an application, 

please contact:  
Laura Alm   

Tel: 01837 851240 
Fax: 01837 851520 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk

www.gilead.org.uk

Gilead Foundations 
is a Therapeutic 
Community, 

Based on a 300  
acre dairy farm in  
rural Devon, Gilead 
uses the Genesis 
Process Relapse 
Prevention programme 
with our clients. 

offering a residential 
rehabilitation 
programme, called 
KEY, for people 
with life-controlling 
addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol 
abuse, homelessness, 
gambling, eating 
disorders, self harm, 
and other addictive 
behaviours. 



Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132 
and home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers), currently 
has vacancies and applications 
are welcomed. 
A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 
Further information and an application form 
are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@stcrosshospital.co.uk 
www.stcrosshospital.co.uk
Registered Charity No.202751

Available on 

The wife said to me 
losing your job does 
not mean you have 
lost your brains and 
hands - get yourself to 
work, do something. So 
I wrote this book - then 
she says go out there 
and pitch your wares 
in the market place. 
So I have come to the 
market place. You may 
order Global Climatica 
at the Kindle Store or 
get a print copy from 
Amazon.com

19 THE CLOSE, SALISBURY, SP1 2EE 
INFO@SARUM.AC.UK  |  WWW.SARUM.AC.UK 

01722 424800 

SARUM COLLEGE 
IN SALISBURY’S CATHEDRAL CLOSE 

Warm hospitality 

En-suite bedrooms, some with 
uninterrupted Cathedral views 

Conference venue 

Meeting rooms 

On-site theological library and 
bookshop with mail order facility 

and online shop 

Four postgraduate programmes 

Great variety of one-day, evening 
and short courses 
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THURSDAY 22 Tilehurst St Catherine 
and Calcot St Birinus. Denis Smith, Tony 
Bartlett and Michael Heather.  For the 
new ‘It’s Tuesday’ activities for the elderly 
and isolated in the community and for the 
Development Project for St.Catherine’s 
Church & Centre.  
 
FRIDAY 23 St George’s Tilehurst and 
St Mary Magdalen.  Adam Carlill,.  For 
the new St George’s toddlers group which 
started in February and is flourishing 
and for St Mary Magdalen’s PCC as they 
consider a radical reordering of the nave. 
 
SATURDAY 24 St Michael’s Tilehurst.  
John Rogers, Jennifer Foakes, Alan Rutter 
and Don Wark. Give thanks for 825 years 
of Christian witness through the people 
who have gathered to worship in St 
Michael’s Tilehurst. For a continuation of 
this Christian  community’s  witness into 
the future. For the Mission Programme 
giving thanks for the hundreds of hours 
enthusiastically given in mission and 
ministry. 
 
MONDAY 26 Bank Holiday. Southlake 
St James. Nick Jackson, Sean Riordan, 
Jane Lewis, Ian Mullens, Linda Galpin, 
Tony Coulson, David Fulford and Michael 
Patterson. For our involvement with our 
community, especially our youth and 
children’s work, and Messy Church.  Pray we 
might find more volunteers willing to take 
up the challenge!  For our project to build a 
new roof, adding style and integrity to our 
building. For those who work in retail and 
for whom a Bank Holiday means extra work 
and long hours.  
 
TUESDAY 27 St John the Evangelist, 
Woodley. Eddie Marquez and Susan 
Walters. For The New Youth Club, so 
well received in the community, and for 
more volunteers to help run it also for 
the children’s outreach in September with 
“DUGGIE DUG DUG” and for funds for the 
recruitment of a family/outreach worker. 
Woodley Controlled School.  
The Henley Deanery. Kevin Davies, 
Heather Llewellyn, Brian Turner, Wendy 
Ferguson. For the deanery as people, 
parishes and Benefices work together to 
proclaim Christ and build the Kingdom of 
God. 
 
WEDNESDAY 28 Goring and Streatley 
with South Stoke. Elizabeth Dowding. 
For our new incumbent Revd Paul Boughton 
and his family as they settle into their 
new environment, giving thanks for 
Paul’s Institution and Induction which will 
take place on 15th May. For our wardens, 
PCCs and congregations as we commit 
ourselves anew to serve Christ and the 
people of these parishes. Nuffield. Brendan 
Bailey. For the ministry of parishioners at 

Competition winners

Services at Christ Church Cathedral 
SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room);  
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion;  
1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion;  
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

                Tel: 01865 276155     www.chch.ox.ac.uk

Huntercombe Prison and the Elderly Care 
Home and for planning, thinking and praying 
about redeveloping the church building for 
whole community use. Streatley (VC) School. 
Nettlebed with Bix Highmore, Pishill 
and Rotherfield Greys: Brendan Bailey and 
Andrew Williams. 
 
THURSDAY 29 Ascension Day. Rotherfield 
Peppard and Kidmore End and Sonning 
Common. Graham Foulis Brown, Morris 
Clegg, Stewart Morgan and Susan Cooper, 
who was licensed in March for a House for 
Duty post serving across the Benefice – pray 
for her developing ministry. Langtree Team 
Ministry.  Kevin Davies, Linda Smith, David 
Addison, Angela Linton, Claire Alcock, Brian 
Turner  and Mary Daniels. For faith, hope, 
and love. And lots of joy!  For St John’s Stoke 
Row, as they continue to raise funds for Phase 
Two of their reordering, to add a disabled 
toilet and kitchen facilities to their church.  
Checkendon Aided School. Stoke Row Aided 
School.  

FRIDAY 30 Henley on Thames with 
Remenham.  Martyn Griffiths.  For those 
preparing for confirmation and for the 
continuing work amongst the younger 
members of our congregation. For the 
possible appointment of a Pastoral Assistant 
at St Mary’s, Henley and also for those who 
are being married at  St Nicholas’ Remenham 
this year, and for the parish’s involvement 
with the various Regattas and Boat Races 
throughout the summer. Henley on Thames 
Holy Trinity: Duncan Carter and Michael 
Forsdike. Henley Trinity (VC) School. 
 
SATURDAY 31 Shiplake with Dunsden 
and Harpsden. Paul Bradish. For the new 
relationship we are seeking to forge with our 
closest neighbour, Shiplake College. For All 
Saints, Dunsden where the Great War poet, 
Wilfred Owen was a lay assistant to the Vicar 
of All Saints from 1911 – 1913 and for the 
special work that is taking place to remember 
the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of 
World War 1. Shiplake Aided School.

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.

The Revd Andrew Tweedy will take up 
post as Rector of Lower Windrush; The 
Revd La Stacey will take up post as Vicar of 
Eton, Eton Wick and Boveney and Dorney; 
The Revd Paul Boughton will take up 
post as Vicar of Goring with Streatley with 
South Stoke; The Revd Janet Minkkinen 
will take up post as Vicar of Burnham and 
Slough; The Revd Roger Burne has left 
his post as Associate Clergy of Blackbird 
Leys; The Revd James Fletcher will take 
up post as Associate Minister at St Ebbe’s;                      
The Revd John Clarke will take up post as  
Associate Minister in Churn.  The following 

have been given permission to officiate: The 
Revd Jill Caldwell; The Revd Michael 
Greig; The Revd Preb Olwen Smith; The 
Revd John Smith; The Revd John Ellis; 
The Revd Andrew Chapman; The Revd 
Wendy Graham; The Revd Geoffrey Ball; 
The Revd Luke Hopkins. We recall with 
sadness the deaths of The Revd Lucian 
Usher-Wilson; Canon Edwin Clements; 
The Revd Philip Horner; The Revd 
Richard Nunn; The Revd Percy Symes; 
The Revd Jean Travis, The Revd Val 
Reverley.

Coming and Goings

The winners of last month’s competition are: Paul Barnfather from Reading; Mrs Barker 
from Botley; Bill Withers from Marlborough and Mrs Day from Oxford. They have all won a 
Real Easter Egg from The Meaningful Chocolate Company.

Ascension of Jesus Christ. Photo I-stock

There is none like you, O Lord, 
and there is no God besides you, 
according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

1Ch 17:20 (ESV)
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Courses and Special Events

Courses, training, conferences and workshops in May

thedoorpost

CAP MONEY COURSE: Free three session course to learn 
how to prepare a budget and organise your finances at 
The Mish, St Clements Street, Oxford. Begins on 24 April 
(register by 21 April) for day courses and evening courses 
begin on 23 June (register by 20 June). Details at www.
capmoneycourse.org or phone 01865 246674. 
 
VOCATIONS BREAKFAST: Want to explore your calling? 
Come along to Christ the Servant King, High Wycombe 
HP12 4TJ on Saturday 10 May from 8.30am - 12.30pm. 
More information at http://tinyurl.com/k3wkryl or phone 
01865 208283.  
 
CONTINUING MINISTERIAL DEVELOPMENT DAYS:  
Wednesday 14 May: Living in the End Times - a training 
day, primarily for incumbents, on helping people to live well 
at the end of life and to prepare for death. 10am - 4.30pm at 
The Fitzwilliam’s Centre, Beaconsfield.  
Saturday 17 May: The Trinity - a study day for those 
wondering how to preach or lead worship on Trinity 
Sunday. Led by Professor Graham Ward at Christ Church 
Cathedral from 11am- 4pm. For further details or to book 
one of these CMD days please email sheila.townsend@

oxford.anglican.org or phone 01865 208277. 
 
WOMEN AND THE CHURCH: Saturday 17 May - a 
vocational day for evangelical women to consider God’s 
call. 10am - 3pm at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford OX2 6PW (lunch 
is provided free of charge). Email emma@theracklyefts.
co.uk  for further details also visit www.facebook.com/
youngwomenandchurch. 
 
LEARNING FOR DISCIPLESHIP AND MINISTRY 
COURSES: 
Church History - This course will look at the history of 
the Church, from the beginings until today. Cost £40 for 
ten sessions. There are evening sessions on Wednesdays in 
Bicester from 30 April ; and evening sesssions on Thursdays 
in Reading area from 1 May; and Wednesday afternoon 
sessions at Chieveley from 30 April. 
New Testament: Intermediate course aimed to deepen 
your understanding of the New Testament. Cost £40 for ten 
sessions which begin on 29 April at Diocesan Church House 
from 7.15pm - 9.30pm.  For further details and a booking 
form for the above courses please email carolyn.main@
oxford.anglican.org or phone 01865 208257.

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  hung on church  
noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House.  The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 2 May 2014.
THURSDAY 1 MAY
Oxford:  The Retired Clergy 
Association meeting begins with 
Holy Communion in Christ Church 
Cathedral at 9.45am with The 
Archdeacon of Oxford presiding, 
followed by coffee and talk by The 
Ven Martin Gorick - ‘Shakespeare’s 
Church - A parish for the World’. 
Phone 01865 761476 for details.
Oxford:  Journey to the Source: 
Exploring the Wisdom of Mystics. 
Thursday lunchtime talks begin 
today at St Giles’ Church OX2 6HT 
at 12.30pm. See www.ocsg.uk.net 
or email info@ocsg.uk.net for 
details. 

SATURDAY 3 MAY
Stoke Hammond: Flower Festival 
at St Luke’s Church begins today 
until 5 May from 10.30 am - 4pm 
daily. The Bishop of Buckingham 
will be taking a United Family 
Service at 11am on 4 May.  

SUNDAY 4 MAY
Oxford:  Christ Church Cathedral 
Choir will be leading a celebratory 
service of lessons and carols for 
Eastertide.  All are welcome. Phone 
01865 276155 for details.

THURSDAY 8 MAY
Amersham on the Hill:   An 
Amersham Millennium Lecture 
entitled ‘Feast or Fast? Religion, 
food and the good life’ by Julian 
Baggini will take place at St Michael 
and All Angels HP6 5DR at 8pm. 
Tickets £10 (£7 conc) - available on 
the door or phone 01494 726680. 
 
Oxford: Talk on ‘Defence and 
Security - what does the Church 
say?’ by Bruce Kent at 8pm 
at Blackfriars, 64 St Giles. All 
welcome. Email johnprangley@
tiscali.co.uk or phone 01865 
725801 or 01235 525997 for 
details. 
 
SATURDAY 10 MAY
Chesham: Art@Christ Church 
is on today and tomorrow from 
11am - 5pm at Christ Church, 

Waterside HP5 1PY. An exhibition 
of paintings and craft created by 
artists from the Chesham area 
including work of local children.  
Light lunches and teas available. 
Free entry. Enquiries 01494 
725228.           

SUNDAY 11 MAY
Bampton: Open day at JBS 
Nurseries OX18 2AA from 10am 
- 5pm. Unique opportunity to buy 
plants direct from a leading grower 
and wholesaler - in aid of Clanfield 
Church bells. Phone 01993 850979. 
 
TUESDAY 13 MAY
Oxford. The Oxford Council of 
Christians and Jews annual Richard 
Harries Lecture will take place at 
7pm at Wolfson College, Linton 
Road. This year’s lecture celebrates 
the life and work of Professor Geza 
Vermes, world authority on The 
Dead Sea Scrolls - ‘Roman Power 
and the Parting Ways’ by Professor 
Martin Goodman of Oriel College. 
Email dgdavid706@gmail.com or 
phone 07720555858 for details. 

WEDNESDAY 14 MAY
Beaconsfield:  Summer lecture 
at St Mary and All Saints 
Church HP10 0LH at 8pm - 
part of the People of the Book: 
Christians,Muslims and Jews 
Today series. ‘Inter-faith Pilgrim’s 
Progess: Changing relations 
between Judaism and Christianity’ 
with Rabbi Dr Jonathan Romain. 
Email office@stmarysbeaconsfield.
org.uk or phone 01494 676690 for 
details. 
 
FRIDAY 16 MAY
Thame: Flower Festival at St 
Mary’s Church OX9 3AJ today 
and tomorrow from 10am - 6pm 
and Sunday 18 May from 1pm 
- 5.30pm, followed by Songs of 
Praise service at 6pm. Phone 01844 
213491 for details. 
 
SATURDAY 17 MAY
Tilehurst: Spring fair at St 
Michael’s with a suitably Medieval 
theme.  

Prestwood, Bucks: The 
Pelagos Centre day course on 
‘Accompanying those in times 
of change and transition’ with 
Maureen Stringer from 10am - 
4pm. Cost £25. Details at www.
pelagos.co.uk 
 
Witney: Festival of Food and Drink 
at St Mary’s Church from 9.30am - 
5pm. Visit www.witneyfoodfestival.
co.uk or phone 01993 703070. 
 
Aylesbury: Oxon Spice - An 
independent network of clergy 
spouses in the Diocese of Oxford 
- event at the Church of the Holy 
Spirit HP21 7UE from 10am - 4pm. 
This event is for clergy spouses to 
get together to relax, chat, reflect 
and worship together. Bring and 
share lunch. Email oxonspice@
yahoo.co.uk or phone 07780 
954879 for details. 
 
MONDAY 26 MAY
Penn Street, Amersham: Cream 
teas at Holy Trinity Church HP7 
0PX in a lovely setting from 3pm - 
5pm, starts today and then every 
Sunday until 31 August. 
 
WEDNESDAY 28 MAY
Turville: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley.  Healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 
 
Beaconsfield:  Summer lecture 
at St Mary and All Saints 
Church HP10 0LH at 8pm - 
part of the People of the Book: 
Christians,Muslims and Jews 
Today series. ‘Coptic Christians: A 
Reconciling Presence’ by His Grace 
Bishop Angaelos. Email office@
stmarysbeaconsfield.org.uk or 
phone 01494 676690 for details. 
 
SATURDAY 31 MAY
Freeland: Drop-in quiet day at the 
Old Parsonage from 10am - 4pm. 
Organised by  the Community of St 
Clare, Freeland. Email community@
oscfreeland.co.uk  for details. 
 
 

Adverts


